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From the editor’s desk 



Columbus and Muscogee County have been blessed with individuals and groups who have 
worked and are working in local history. Formal histories such as John H. Martin’s Columbus, 
Geo., published in 1874, Nancy Telfair’s [Louise Gunby Jones Dubose] History of Columbus , 
written for the 1928 centennial, Etta Blanchard Worsley’s Columbus on the Chattahoochee 
(1951) and more recent books by Joseph B. Mahan, John S. Lupoid, Clason Kyle and Mary Jane 
Galer, provide the foundation and a lot of the structure of local history. But other laborers have 
added wings and rooms to the building: Billy H. Winn, Craig Lloyd, Buster Wright, Dolores 
Autry, Ken Thomas, Callie McGinnis, Reagan Grimsley, and Linda Kennedy. Daniel Olds 
continues this work in his index to deaths reported in Columbus newspapers, the second 
installment of which is published in this issue. Occasionally, organizations provide support and 
give direction as was the case with the nowadays little known Historical Society of Columbus, 
Georgia, the subject of an article in this issue. We are all in the debt of researchers past and 
present who provide us with information and guidance in the sometimes frustrating but always 
interesting work of local history and genealogy. Add your contribution! 



************ 




The “Last Battle” monument at its original site prior to relocation on Total Systems 
campus. 



This bronze plaque memorializing “The Last Battle in the War 
between the States” was installed in the 1920s on the eastern end 
of the Fourteenth Street Bridge. Anyone who can confirm the 
sponsors of the plaque is asked to contact the editor. Photo taken 
July, 2004. 
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THE HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF COLUMBUS, GEORGIA, 

1915-1962 

by 

Hugh I. Rodgers 



Nearly fifty years before local preservation activists formed the Historic Columbus Foundation 
and more than sixty years before genealogy enthusiasts organized the Genealogical Society of Original 
Muscogee County (now called the Muscogee Genealogical Society), the Historical Society of Columbus 
gave public expression to an abiding interest in the history of this area. Unsurprisingly, given the strong 
regional fascination with the War between the States and the “Lost Cause”, the Historical Society of 
Columbus focused on the events and personalities of the War as related to Columbus. What is perhaps 
more unexpected is the interest and support shown by Chamber of Commerce and business leaders 
generally in the work of the Society and their expectation that wider recognition of Columbus history 
would bring commercial benefit. 1 

Lucius H. Chappell (1853-1928), the progressive mayor of Columbus, 1897-1907,191 1-1913, 
often called “the father of modem Columbus,” provided the leadership in organizing the Historical 
Society. 2 In the late months of 1914, Chappell circulated the idea among several people in city 
government and in the Chamber of Commerce and contacted the Georgia Historical Society in Savannah. 
The GHS was “glad to know that Columbus is to have a historical society” and enclosed a copy of the 
state society’s constitution and by laws for guidance. 3 Chappell enlisted the support of John T. Davis 
(1863-1929) of the Chamber of Commerce (which became in effect the midwife of the Society) in issuing 
a call on December 28, 1914, for an organizing committee. The committee met two days later and again 
on January 2, 1915, when 128 citizens, including members of the Chamber, signed a petition to the 
Superior Court of Muscogee County to incorporate “The Historical Society of Columbus, Georgia.” The 
court granted the Charter on February 1, 191 5. 4 Nine days later, John T. Davis presided at an evening 



'Memorializing the War and the Lost Cause became a virtual literary and artistic industry in the 
South. For treatment of this phenomenon see chapters 8 and 10 of Gaines M. Foster, Ghosts of the 
Confederacy: Defeat, the Lost Cause and the Emergence of the New South, 1865-1914 (Oxford: Oxford 
University Press, 1988); a more recent investigation is Monuments to the Lost Cause: Women, Art, and 
the Landscape of Southern Memory, Cynthia Mills and Pamela Simpson, eds. (Knoxville: University of 
Tennessee Press, 2003). A Columbus example of this art form is the elegant memorial dedicated in 1879 
in Salisbury Park on lower Broad. See Georgia Division United Daughters of the Confederacy, 
Confederate Monuments and Markers in Georgia (Femandina Beach, FL: Wolfe Publishing Co., 1992), 
pp. 102-107, for more Columbus markers. 

2 For Chappell’s achievements as mayor, see John S. Lupoid, Columbus, Georgia, 1828-1978 
(Columbus: Columbus Productions, 1978), pp. 183-184. 

3 Georgia Historical Society to L. H. Chappell, 10 Dec 1914, in Box 30, File 3 [Correspondence], 
Alva C. Smith Collection MC 34, Columbus State University Archives, Columbus, GA, hereinafter cited 
as Smith Collection. 

4 Smith Collection, Box 30, File 3, File 1. File 1 is a bound ledger type volume with typewritten 
minutes placed between ledger pages 105-106, 1 12-113 A list of organizing members dated January 6, 
1915 is also between pp. 112-113. 
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